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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRASILIA 6004 

STATE PASS NTIS WILLIAM KNOX 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, BR 

SUB J : US/BRAZIL TECHNICAL INFORMATION RELATIONS 

REF: USIA 14861 

IN CONNECTION WITH DISCUSSION OF PROJECT INFO/SPEED (REFTEL), 

EMBASSY BECAME AWARE THAT IMPASSE OR MISUNDERSTANDING 
APPEARS TO EXIST IN AREA OF SUBJECT RELATIONS. ACCORDING TO 
CNPQ, MUSSI OF CNPQ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OFFICE AND REPRESENTATIVES 
OF BRAZILIAN INSTITUTE FOR SCIENTFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL INFORMATION 
(IBICT - SUBSIDIARY OF CNPQ) MET ON OCCASIONS DURING LAST YEAR 
WITH KNOX OF NTIS TO DISCUSS GOB IDEA OF DEVELOPING IBICT INTO 
BRAZILIAN NATIONAL TECHNICAL INFORMATION SYSTEM, WHICH WOULD 
INCORPORATE EXISTING SPECIAL INFORMATION SERVICES OF MINISTRIES 
(EG, AGRICULTURE, NUCLEAR) AS SYBSYSTEMS, AND OPERATE AS SINGLE 
GOB OFFICIAL CONTACT WITH EXTERNAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS (NATIONAL 
OR MULTINATIONAL) TO SERVE BRAZILIAN OFFICIAL AND 
PUBLIC CUSTOMERS. ALLEGEDLY NTIS WAS COMPLETELY 
UNINTERESTED IN EXPLORING IDEA AND INSISTS ON SELLING 
ITS INFORMATION DIRECTLY TO BRAZILIAN CUSTOMERS. CNPQ 
SAYS IT IS STILL WILLING TO NEGOTIATE TECHNICAL 
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INFORMATION COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH NTIS, BUT IN 
ABSENCE OF NTIS INTEREST IN COOPERATION CNPQ WILL NOT 
ASSIST USG EFFORTS TO INCREASE SALES OR ACCESS (EG 
PROJECT INFO/SPEED) TO US TECHNICAL INFORMATION IN BRAZIL. 

EMBASSY REQUESTS CLARIFICATION THIS ISSUE. 
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